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neatly wicked, so that the very name of religion had scarce been heard of among them for some ages; and young master, said my friend, could not be said well to be worse than his father and grandfather who went before him.
However, it happened, it seems, that he went to London; I think, says she, my friend said 'twas last winter, and when he came back, he was strangely melancholy and dejected, and quite altered in his conversation; instead of riding abroad and visiting the gentlemen, and receiving visits from them, he shunned all company, walked about his gardens and woods all alone till very late in the night, and all his servants wondered what ailed him; that one night they were in a great fright for him, knowing he was out on foot, and alone; when, about ten o'clock at night, he came in with a poor honest country fellow with him, that lived almost three miles off; that the next day he took that poor man home to his house, and sent for his wife and children, who all lived before in a poor cottage on the waste, and provided for them ; gave the poor man a farm rent-free for twelve years, which always went for 221. a year, with a good house; lent him a stock for manuring it too, and made him a bailiff of the manor, and, in short, made a man of him : whereupon, everybody said that the esquire had been in some great danger or other, and the poor man had saved his life ; and, when somebody happened to say as much to him one day, he answered, Yes, that poor man had done more than saved his life, for he had saved his soul.
It seems, this poor labouring wretch, though miserable to the last degree, as to this world, was yet known to be a most religious, serious Christian, and a very modest, humble, but knowing and sensible man, and he had been discoursing good things